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U.S. THREAT CITED IN’ G2 CUBA CRI3IS 

R.F. Kennedy Lays Soviet Retreat to Warning 

Special to the New York Tines 

WASHINGTON, ".April 25 - Attorney General Robert 
?. Kennedy said today that a United States warning of 
"overwhelming retaliatory action" caused the Soviet 
Union to”back down in the crisis last fall over Soviet 
missiles in Cuba. 

The Attorney General said "notification" that such 
action would be forthcoming was sent to Premier Khru¬ 
shchev Sturday, Oct. 27. It was the next morning 
that Hr. Khrushchev agreed to withdraw the missiles. 

Hr. Kennedy's remarks were made in a speech at 
Columbia, S.C. this evening. 

• The shooting down of a U-2 plane over Cuba on the 

I morning of Oct. 27 v/as a crucial factor, Hr. Kennedy 
| said. The plane was piloted b Llaj . Rudolf Anderson 
' Jr. of Greenville, S._ C. 

{ The Attorney General said it was Rajor Anderson's 

death that "led the President to notify Hr. Khrushchev 
j that strong and overshelming retaliatory action would 
be taken unless he received immediate notice that 
’ the missiles would be withdrawn." 

Ultimatum Is Hinted 

The Attorney General's remarks indicated to some 
observers that a message calling for an immediate 
response—in effect an ultimatum—had been sent to Hr. 
Khrushchev on Oct. 27. No such message has previously 
been disclosed. 

President Kennedy did send a letter that evening, 
but it was not couched in the strong terms his brother 
suggested today. 
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